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The results are known to have been startling. The Japanese re-
port 60,000 killed, 100,000 wounded, and 200,000 homeless at
Hiroshima; 10,000 killed, 20,000 wounded, and 90,000 homeless at
Nagasaki. They add that the total of deaths is not yet known be-
cause many of the bodies are buried under collapsed buildings, and
that others are dying from burns which did not at first seem serious.
Further, it has been suggested that the bombed localities may have
been made uninhabitable for years to come because deadly radio-
activity may persist there.

Now indiscriminate terrorism, baby killing under the polite name
of strategic bombing, was already playing a large part in modern
war before the first atomic bomb was dropped. Thus, like all new
weapons, these bombs promise to extend rather than to destroy the
known pattern of conflict Reserving the political and moral side of
the matter for the last chapter, let us here glance at the technically
military side.

First of all, the new explosive, although almost infinitely more
powerful than any previously known, is after all a lineal descendant
of previous explosives beginning with gunpowder. Lake each
previous improvement in this field, it will necessitate vast extensions
of passive defense. It will put a still higher premium upon dispersion
and concealment of targets, while necessitating still stronger direct
protection of such targets as can neither be dispersed nor concealed.

How far civilian life, especially cities, will have to be remodeled
to meet the new threat will depend largely upon the extent to which
physical scientists may be able to add to the forms of defense just
mentioned. As yet, some sort of counter to every novel military
instrument has appeared. Consequently, unless the entire planet
should be destroyed, the same physical science which has produced
the atomic bomb will probably find some appropriate defense. The
many previous prophecies of universal doom have been proved
worthless, and if lids possibility is real, we may be unable to do
anything about it.

There will at least be a certain pause before the worst can come
upon us. For the moment the secret of the bomb is known only to
the British and U. S. governments together with a small group of
advisers, its manufacture is still most difficulty and it has been
launched only from piloted planes.

Within a few years, no doubt, these conditions will change. Other